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development, traffic, etc. There's Jjust as many people
that think that the amenities and the sense of place that
this project brings will be a tremendous benefit and
increase quality of life for the residents of San Ramon.

So it's a very difficult thing to measure, and I
think there are always going to be differing opinions on
how best to improve the quality of life within the city.

So in conclusion I think the DSEIR addressed and
provides detailed analysis for many of the concerns raised
in the public hearing last week and in the EIR public
hearing tonight. The process is designed to provide an
opportunity for the public to view their opinions and to
inform the decision makers, as we've just witnessed
through this dialogue we've had tonight.

So at this point I just want to remind the public
that no deliberations on the project are anticipated as
part of this Planning Commission meeting. As you heard
earlier, the comment period for the DSEIR has been
extended to October 1lth. And so it's staff's
recommendation that we open the continued public hearing,
receive public comment, continue the public hearing until
October 2nd, 2007 to allow additional comments on the
project itself.

With that I would turn it back to the Commission.

Thank you.
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CHAIRPERSON VIERS: Okay. Thank you very much,
Lauren. Great job as usual.

This is the second public hearing on this
City Center project. Again, no action will be taken
tonight. The Planning Commission is here to continue to
receive testimony.

Again we have some 30 speaker cards. So let's try
to keep it to about three minutes if we can. Like to
point out that the comments from the August 21st meeting
are part of the record. They are part of the hard copy
record and they've been recorded.

So if you've spoken before, we would appreciate it
if you don't repeat yourself, if you've already given us
testimony. We're kind of here to hear new stuff this
evening. We ask that you provide new information for the
Commission's consideration. We do this with all the major
projects.

If speakers tonight have expressed your opinion,
you may simply say that you agree with the previous
speaker. It will help keep the time down. We're not
trying to cut anybody off. We're just trying to be
efficient. And then at the conclusion, again we will
review the dates for our future meetings.

PUBLIC COMMENT ON AGENDA ITEM 8.1

CHAIRPERSON VIERS: And with that I'm going to open
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public comment. And what I want to do is allow some
people that haven't spoken up to this point to speak, as a
courtesy. And if you've already spoken, I'm going to kind
of shuffle you down to the bottom of the tickets, if
that's all right with you.

We have three people that have family issues. I'm
going to call those three people up first.

First up would be Craig Harper and on deck
John Koerber and Derek Smith will be number three.

MR. HARPER: Hi. Thank you, Chairman Viers and
staff. My name is Craig Harper with the Harper team at
Keller Williams. And as a realtor in the area, I both
live and work in San Ramon. And I just want to say that I
am pro the City Center project and planned growth in the
area.

In our conversations with clients who have been
looking to either relocate and have recently relocated to
the area or are looking to relocate into the area, the
City Center has become a very positive talking point in
our discussions with those people. And it's one reason
for differentiating why to move to San Ramon versus some
of the other cities in the area.

So while I recognize some of the concerns of the
other speakers and some very valid viewpoints and

perspectives, and I would encourage looking at those
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issues and hopefully resolving those and then approving
the City Center project. Thank you.

CHAIRPERSON VIERS: Thank you, Mr. Harper.

Okay. Next up, John Koerber.

MR. KOERBER: Right. John Koerber. Just to tell
you guys I walked from here. My house is like two blocks
from here, so...

Thanks again for hearing all of our points and
comments. I'll try to be as brief as possible.

A lot of the discussion on quality of living. And
I think that was one of the things that really drew our
family here, was just the idea of coming to a place that
kind of shuts down after 6:00 o'clock or 7:00 o'clock when
everyone from Bishop Ranch, you know, heads back to their
houses and it's very quiet and nice. And we like that.

We also like to go out. There are a lot of places
to go out. We can go to Pleasanton, Walnut Creek,
Danville. There's still, I think, a lot of local places
that are available to us.

And when we first heard about the idea of the City
Center we thought this is a great, great thing. And I
still think it's a good idea of a project. I don't know
if it's what we're hearing today and what I've seen over
the last few years is the exact right fit based on all

the, you know, things we're learning with the

110

The Souza Group
(925) 846-8831




10

11

12

13

14

15

16

17

18

19

20

21

22

23

24

25

environmental impact and the traffic.

But I know it's been very difficult from your
standpoint as a commission to come up with a plan and
invest yourselves in that and have to make big decisions.
How big does it have to be; how small should it be, you
know, depending on what you're learning through these
environmental impacts and things.

But just do your best to keep an open mind. I know
you guys do, and you all live here as well. Just wanting
to connect on that point.

And I think about the benefits. I think there are
some good benefits. I've been through the citizen's
police academy here in the city. I met the mayor and a
lot of the officers. I think bringing the police
department in the town is great. Bring in more city
offices and infrastructure there is great. Expanding our
library.

Those things, I'm, you know, right behind. I think
that's a great aspect of this. Those I wouldn't want to
see moved out of this in any way. How that would fit in
without some of the other aspects to pay for it, I don't
know. And that might be part of the challenge as to where
this has kind of gotten so big.

One of the other things that kind of concerns me,

we go around and we shop a lot. We go up to Blackhawk and
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we see the shops come and go. We've seen how difficult
it's been for them to hold corner stores like the
Gottschalks and things that have come and gone there.
Walnut Creek, you know, they've got this brand-new,
beautiful Andronico's up there and then it's closed.

So, you know, we see a lot of stuff coming and
going, and I'm concerned about bringing so much retail
space into here where there's so much retail space still
kind of having trouble in Pleasanton and Walnut Creek and
all the other areas around here really taking hold, and
that kind of gets back into the decay issue. So consider
that as well.

Traffic, I still think is probably the number one
issue on all of this is the traffic. I don't know what F
means on the 680 review. Is there a lower rating than F
or is that like grades, A through F? So I don't know how
this stuff is going to be handled. I have noticed a
slight improvement on Bollinger with the addition of the
extra lane, but Windemere has still got a ways to go, and
it's not going to get any better, so...

I think I'1ll end it at that. A lot of small items
here, but thank you a lot.

CHAIRPERSON VIERS: Good points. Thank you, John.

Next up is Derek Smith.

MR. SMITH: My name is Derek Smith. I'm a college
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student at the San Ramon Valley campus of DVC and I live
at 139 Medinan Place.

I had a whole thing written down about all the
topics that everyone else covered tonight with the traffic
and with, you know, the Wal-Mart scare and all that. But
I think that a question that needs to be asked is how is
this going to affect the, I guess the social or maybe not
the social, but I guess everything else that we're not
thinking of.

First of all, who's going to live in an outdoor
mall. Who's going to pay to live there. You know, how is
that going to affect the people that come into this city.
You know, is that going to affect the way that we live; is
that going to affect how long the stores stay open; how is
that all going to affect what happens outside of the City
Center.

You know, you have tons of residents living within
a mile radius, you know, who can hear things. You know, I
worked at the Marketplace Starbucks, and we would play
music outside. And we to this day still get complaints
from, you know, residents that live across the street, you
know, things like that.

How is that going to affect the residents and the
people who live here. And I guess there's just a lot more

that still needs to be thought of.
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Obviously I'm still going to mention the traffic
because it's a big deal and it's -- it's a big deal right
now, obviously. There's an F. But then if you want to
get down Bollinger at 5:00 o'clock at night, it takes you
half an hour sometimes. And I do it on a daily basis as
well.

I also, I know it's really late to say this, but
I'm a theater major and I was really excited for the
project at first because it was going to be a civic center
and stuff. I was happy with the compromise.

But I still think that maybe this isn't the best
idea. Maybe there is other ways that we can approach
getting in something like this, but something not as
extreme and something not as, I guess, huge.

I think, for some reason I just think that knocking
down as many buildings as we need to to do this project
wastes so much energy and so much time and there could be
such a more productive way to do it instead of trying to
make all the buildings look the same and making them look
pretty.

You know, there's a different way to do it. And I
just think with all of the -- I don't, I don't know what
it was called. All of the negative things, the six things
that they listed, they just need -- they're big things,

and they really need to be thought of.
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Also I just also want to point out that the
financial information that was requested, it says in the

staff report that it wasn't able to be given out because

the design total square footage conditions of approval and

mitigation measures adopted -- blah, blah, blah -- it
would -- that basically none of that was considered yet.
It's not final. So what you're showing us right now is
possibly completely different than what's going to be
there. So I just think that that should be considered.
That's all. Thank you.

CHAIRPERSON VIERS: Thank you, Derick.

Next up is Terry Hillyer, Woodland Court. And on
deck, Bruce Kern.

MS. HILLYER: I didn't want to speak.

CHAIRPERSON VIERS: You want me to read your
comment into the record?

MS. HILLYER: Sure.

CHAIRPERSON VIERS: Okay.

Reiterate the need for effective mitigation of the
impact on Bollinger Canyon traffic, especially at commute
times. Pile driving will have a major impact on nearby
neighborhoods. Please conduct all pile driving at one
time rather than do pile driving for one structure at a
time.

Continued on back.
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Comment three continued: Normal pile driving
for a project of this size would normally last for two
years or so. This will present an undue noise burden on
Vista San Ramon. Increasing the number of pile drivers so
that the pile driver noise will not exceed six months
seems to be a reasonable compromise.

Okay. Thank you for your comments. Duly noted.

Bruce?

MR. KERN: Yes. Okay. Thank you very much.

And good evening. My name is Bruce Kern and I'm
the Executive Director of the East Bay Economic
Development Alliance. We work with all the cities and we
work here with San Ramon to bring both jobs and investment
into the city.

I'm also here as a member of the work force, Jjobs
work force, housing coalition really promoting investment
and need for increased housing and diversity of housing
stock, so important to our economic vitality here for the
Tri-Valley and for the greater East Bay community.

I have the pleasure of being a member of the
San Ramon's Economic Development Strategy Committee and
working with staff and meeting some members here in the
office, trying to put together a number of opportunities
or missed opportunities. And clearly this City Center is

the hole in the donut. 1It's so important. It's a
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critical decision that you're making.

It's very important as to conformity with the
Economic Development Plan, particularly around the
lifestyle. We did extensive research looking at the
demographics, the changing demographics of the city and
this is a critical component of not only meeting the
residents' needs, as we found out through the many
hearings that we had, but also critical to the financial
and vitality of the city as well.

I want to share with you that the project really
incorporates many of the best practices of urban planning,
smart growth. I sit on many of the regional agencies, and
I have to compliment the City and the team for really
putting together a plan that addresses the transit
friendly, open space, the architectural design features,
as well as the integration of public facilities.

And as I know was cited earlier, we can always try
to do that integration better, and I think you will get it
right. I think the outcome -- but clearly you have an
incredible opportunity in front of you to do something
that's extremely important here in the Tri-Valley.

I want to speak and conclude just with the point
that we are here and I am here this evening to express our
support for the residential 487 units planned for this

project, with the 25 percent for low and moderate housing
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affordability, not only meets the City's needs and we have
really appreciated the City making that commitment, but
really meets an incredible need for workforce housing that
we have out in our community.

I have to say that also it really positions the
City to be competitive; and it is competitive in securing
state and regional grants, whether it's the proposition 1C
housing funding that was approved by voters, this is
competitive. You're going to be competing with other
cities. This is an extremely great opportunity for the
City to enhance its direct investment during this period
of time, because your planning coincides with that.

And as it relates to transportation, as you know
very well, the debate in Sacramento and the region is to
link investment and transportation dollars to smart
growth, and you have a model here.

So I want to thank you for the opportunity to be
here tonight and listen to all the great testimony. It
clearly helps us as we work with the City of San Ramon to
really promote its economic vitality and livability.

Thank you very much.

CHAIRPERSON VIERS: Thank you for your comments.

Next up is Carolyn Degnan and on deck
Rick SanVicente.

Did Carolyn leave?
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COMMISSTIONER KERGER: I think she left.

(Thereupon Members of the Planning Commission
conferred off the record.)

CHAIRPERSON VIERS: I'll read her letter into the
record with the others at the end. Okay?

COMMISSIONER KERGER: Okay.

MR. SANVICENTE: Chairman Viers, Commissioners, and
staff, and I just want to reiterate what Harriet said
earlier, I want to thank you guys. I know you guys work
60, 70 hours a week. You have family, kids, and
everything else and you get to read all these big, old,
fat reports every day, so how nice.

There were a lot of great ideas that were expressed
here today, and I'm sure you guys are all going to
consider them and think about some of the good things that
may or may not be flexible within the plan.

Notwithstanding critical mass, which I think a lot
of people don't understand, has to happen with a project
of this size in order to make these things retail
attractive and for the thing, everything to pencil out,
there is a critical mass that is necessary to make a
project like this happen.

And based on some of the plans that we saw, I
remember being in here years ago, we were looking at

everybody wanted an aquatic center, civic center, they
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wanted all these wonderful things. And at the time we're
making all this money from the dot com era and we thought
we could all pay for it. Even then it would have required
a parcel tax that is a white elephant. So what we're
looking at now is something hopefully that's self-funding
and hopefully profitable for us.

As a member of EDAC and a resident of San Ramon, I
am familiar with the City Center Project and I support it.
Considering that it's been drawn with the General Plan and
when we went through the Economic Development Strategic
Plan, one of the things that we did with that is to
identify the retail leakages that are within the City of
San Ramon. And that was the part of the Strategic Plan,
is to look at where are our weaknesses and what can we do
to plug those weaknesses and make them into strengths.

For instance, without encumbering the residents of
San Ramon with parcel taxes and other expenses, we now
have many of the elements previously expressed in those
older, unaffordable white elephant plans that we no longer
follow through on.

San Ramon now has an aquatic center. We have a
center of performing arts at Dougherty High. We have a
children's museum planned in Dublin, and the City Center
will give us our new city hall. Additionally the City

Center expressly addresses the retail leakage identified
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in the Strategic Plan.

For example, we identify significant retail leakage
in apparel and restaurants. As part of this City Center,
in addition to City Hall, it is proposed over 200,000
square feet to be in restaurants and restaurant usage.

To me that means a downtown.

I don't have to go to Danville. I don't have to go
to Pleasanton. I don't have to go to another town to show
my parents when they come into town where I live. We can
now do it here locally.

This is my downtown. This is our downtown.

There's wonderful restaurants of all sizes, hopefully, and
all menu prices. Not just high-end eateries. Family
eateries as well. We'll even have a farmer's market, ice
skating in the wintertime, and the wonderful events on a
football-field size plaza. Open plaza.

This is part of place making. Creating a
destination that San Ramon residents can be proud of
without costing the residents taxes. Self-funding. I
think that's critical.

Even the traffic, I think, is going to eventually
be fairly well mitigated. How much closer could the
City Center possibly be to the freeway than this? You
can't get any closer to the freeway and still have

something like this. And with the improved planned
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freeway access at Bollinger and Norris Canyon, which I

2 understand is going to be improved access, it's not going

3 to be detracting any way of allowing us to get east to

4 west of San Ramon, even on Norris Canyon. It will make

5 things better.

6 In other words, City Center to me is simply smart

7 planning. And it can be better with some of the ideas

8 we're going to talk about. But I think it's still a good

9 plan, something all families in San Ramon will be proud

10 of. And years from now, we'll all be very glad that we

11 built this because this will be our downtown. Thank you.

12 CHAIRPERSON VIERS: Thank you.

13 Next up is Carol Lopez and on deck Pauline --

14 COMMISSIONER KERGER: Carol Lopez had to leave.

15 CHAIRPERSON VIERS: She had to leave.

16 COMMISSIONER KERGER: Yes.

17 CHAIRPERSON VIERS: Okay.

18 Pauline Nolte and Joyce Gunn on deck.

19 MS. NOLTE: Pauline Nolte. 458 Santander Drive,

20 San Ramon.

21 I speak in support of this project. I wear two

22 hats. The first comment would be as the President of the

23 San Ramon Library Foundation. As people know, I'm the

24 squeaky wheel. You may know what my passion personally

25 is. Of course, what I want is the larger library; but I

122

The Souza Group

(925) 846-8831




10

11

12

13

14

15

16

17

18

19

20

21

22

23

24

25

hope in my lifetime, while we're young, while we can enjoy
it.

It's been 10 years in planning. It is apparent we
cannot afford to build the Civic Center by ourselves. So
this partnership is one way to go. Maybe the only way to
go. And people might ask, many people might ask, why the
larger library. Reasons are too many to list tonight, but
Joyce Gunn, who's going to follow me, will give you some
reasons.

But I invite you to visit the library, maybe around
3:00 p.m. One personal reason why I want a larger library
is so that I can enjoy visiting the library without having
to trip over some patrons. Literally trip over them, and
their book bags or their skateboards.

But, of course, now I'm going to speak as a
resident of San Ramon. I do have concerns about the
project, as many people have. Traffic, yes, I am; but I
am already concerned with the current traffic.

But what I see as the problem is not the number of
cars, but the way people drive. That's a little piece of
my mind, how people drive. I do see 1f people drive smart
and intelligently and more caring, we wouldn't have the
little roadblocks that we have.

One comment in the report is that there would be

30,000 cars because of this new project. But I'm very
123

The Souza Group
(925) 846-8831




10

11

12

13

14

15

16

17

18

19

20

21

22

23

24

25

sure that it's not all at once, but certainly it seems
like it at 5:00 p.m. to most people, I'm sure.

I wanted to comment on maybe there are different
types of traffic. The commute traffic, definitely. The
midday shopping and the errands for parents before school
is out. But what I see is maybe the evening, the
opportunity for evening dining, movies and shopping by the
employees of the Bishop Ranch may take a few cars off
Bollinger and off the freeway if they were to stay here
and spend their money here and will enjoy the benefit of
their tax dollars. I am willing to put up with a little
bit more traffic, a little more than what we have now, for
the benefit that this project will bring.

Certainly change is inevitable. A lot of people
said that the original intent or the wish of the first
settlers of San Ramon -- I mean the modern settlers -- is
to be just a bedroom community. But there was years ago
the vision of Sunset Development to make this a business
community as well. So the new population may want to live
where the jobs are and where the shops are and not drive
up and down the freeway to go shopping or to their jobs.

So the jobs are here with many Bishop Ranch
buildings, so let's bring on the shops and certainly the
movie house. My quality of life will improve if I don't

have to drive up to Pleasant Hill or Lafayette or, heaven
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forbid, to Berkeley and Oakland to see some foreign
movies. I really look forward to having it closer to
home. And I'm worried about the Pleasant Hill one being
taken away from us, too.

There was mentioned that there was not enough
community input. And I have been here since the beginning
10 years ago, and I just want to comment that there just
isn't one single plan that will be acceptable by
everybody. So there will be people who will not be happy
with this.

So I don't think Sunset Development or the City
would allow this project to fail. Their reputation and a
lot of money, of course, is at stake. And I want to
mention that the current City Council was elected
hopefully by residents who still support them, and I trust
them.

I trust the City Council and the Planning
Commission and the city staff to do the right thing. And
I just trust them to listen to our valid concerns and
comments and take any steps they can to do this right.

So here's my two cents' worth. Talking about the
Library. Be sure to look ahead and plan for expansion or
addition, because I and Joyce understand that we're
getting maybe 36,000 square feet in the City Hall/Library

facility. Joyce wouldn't want me to say that, but I'll
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take what you can give right now.

But I do ask that you look ahead, and plan ahead
for any —-- for the needed expansion and addition that we
definitely will need.

I agree with the previous speaker that the City
Hall and the Library should be closer to Central Park,
given it's kitty-corner from the Central Park. At least
it gives us a sense of a Civic Center, you know, it's
closer, rather than having all sort of too-tall building
right up to the Iron Horse Trail. So maybe a lower
profile would make some people happy as they walk along
the Iron Horse Trail.

Another concern of mine is the mass of the
buildings. I would really like a little bit more open
space. What I don't see there is maybe a park like area,
some grass, some strolling areas and benches. Maybe a
nice place to stroll when we buy the expensive coffee and
the ice cream, we can walk or the workers can walk as they
enjoy the area. Right now I see a mass of buildings.

So to close, I like the way Sunset has set their
current buildings. They set them, you know, back, away
from the streets. I can see some buildings here that are
really close to the streets. So I hope that you would
consider them continuing their tradition of setting back

the buildings and giving a little bit more space rather
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than the canyons that we might see in this current
proposal.

So thank you for listening.

CHAIRPERSON VIERS: Thank you, Ms. Nolte. And
thank you for your work on the library foundation.

MS. NOLTE: Thank you.

CHAIRPERSON VIERS: Next up is the Joyce Gunn, and
on deck Camille Thompson.

MS. GUNN: Good evening. I'm Joyce Gunn. My
address is 120 Heron Drive in Pittsburg, but I'm the
former branch manager of the San Ramon Library from 1991
to June of 2006, and that's why I'm here.

It's been a long evening. In this highly educated
and widely diverse community of San Ramon, the residents,
the city officials, and the library staff have always had
an exciting vision for local library services and they've
always seen the library as the center of community
activity.

In the mid 1980s, a group of residents started
lobbying the city and county for a library and fundraising
for it. They raised money to purchase the books for the
opening day of the library, and they worked with the city
to find space and create a building. The city worked with
Contra Costa to create the first San Ramon library.

The library opened April 15th, 1989, designed to
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serve a population of about 25,000 with the technology of
1989. One year later, after seeing how much the library
was being used, City Council formed a library task force
to report on, and I quote, how to provide superior library
services in San Ramon, end quote.

Their 1992 recommendations included more open
hours, a volunteer coordinator to expand the use of
volunteers, and funds for more library books because many
of the shelves were often empty due to the high demand.

As a result of this report, San Ramon became the
first city in Contra Costa County to pay for additional
open library hours. This was a significant change in how
library services throughout the county are provided, and
San Ramon took the lead.

The Library Task Force soon became the permanent,
council-appointed Library Advisory Committee, which
continues to this day advising the Parks Commission and
City Council on library needs and accomplishments.

On July 25th, 1983 San Ramon once again became a
leader in providing superior library services. San Ramon
library became the first library in Contra Costa to be
open to the public on Sundays, and these hours continue to
this day to be paid for by funds approved by the San Ramon
City Council.

In April 1996, the City Council approved the
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Library Advisory Committee recommendation to hire a
20-hour Library Volunteer Coordinator, which later evolved
into the Parks and Community Services Volunteer
Coordinator, and to provide $12,500 for each of the next
five years to buy more books and other materials for the
public to check out to fill up those shelves.

In November of '96, due to the vision of San Ramon
Library Foundation and library staff, San Ramon Library
hosted the first of two Smithsonian jazz exhibits at their
only California site. They also began the jazz
collection, which loans materials to people across the
United States, and started the popular jazz concert series
which starts its 12th series this month.

In '97 and '98 -- now that's 10 years ago —-- the
Library Advisory Committee made recommendations which
included, and I quote, a new larger, up-to-date library in
a central location to meet the expanding needs of our
community. And they also recommended a library in the
Dougherty Valley area to be a joint project with the
community college.

As you know, the Dougherty station library is
completed, open; the community college helps fund
additional hours and staff. And the use of that library
is phenomenal. The Library Advisory Committee was asked

to create a Library Services Master Plan, and in February
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2001 this plan was accepted by City Council, including the
recommendation for a new, larger, up-to-date library.

In the long-ago, original document that was created
by a city council appointed task force to create a vision
for the City Center -- and I know there are at least a
couple people here tonight who worked on that -- the
library was seen as the focal point of the project.

It is exciting to finally see progress on this
much-needed facility. San Ramon library has been busy
from the first day it opened. Much busier than anyone
ever imagined it would be. Branch Manager Anna Coach
talked to me before I came over tonight. And she couldn't
make the meeting tonight.

She recently told me that the two San Ramon
libraries are now checking out more items every month than
the Central Contra Costa County library in Pleasant Hill,
which serves all of Contra Costa County. The door counts
of how many people come into the buildings have always
been the highest in the county.

With the significant growth of our population over
recent years, it has become impossible to provide superior
library services which are so important to this community.

The library has simply run out of enough chairs for
people to sit on and enough table space to use their

wireless laptops, enough shelves for materials to meet
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their needs, enough computer workstations, enough space
for the variety of programs that should be provided and
the size of audiences that attend them.

The list could go on and on. In fact a recent park
survey of residents showed that the library ranks near or
at the top of residents' lists of needs in this community.

Library staff has spent years accumulating input
from local residents, businesses, city officials, and
employees, the school district and students of all ages
about what superior library service means to them. All of
this research is included in the Prop 14 application the
City created.

I recommend that you use this information to create
a community focus, state of the art City Center Library,
where superior library service can once again be provided
to everyone. Create first a library of adequate size for
the next 20 years. This probably means at least 40,000 to
50,000 square feet based on standard codes that are used
in planning libraries, or maybe a capability to expand
later.

And second, create a library with the specialized
spaces requested by and needed by this community,
including space for children, teens, study and quiet
space, local history space, an international area,

business space, jazz area for its collection, proper
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storage and possibly informal performances, and a library
foundation store and space, because as some of you may
know, the library foundation has already pledged a
substantial amount of money to the City Center Library
project and they provide the funds for all of the library
programs for children, teens and adults, as well as
purchasing material.

In closing, I encourage you to find an architect
with creative, wvaried, and up-to-date libraries in his
or her resume to design the library portion of the
City Center. A library is a very specialized building and
one that must meet many unique usage, technology, and
storage needs.

Create an exciting, adaptable, inviting, and modern
City Center Library which meets the current and future
needs of the community and has the capability to fulfill
San Ramon's vision of superior library service for
everyone. Thank you.

CHAIRPERSON VIERS: Thank you. And thank you for
your service to the city for so many years. Didn't know
you had moved out of the area.

MS. GUNN: I always lived there. I just had the
commute.

CHAIRPERSON VIERS: Okay.

MS. THOMPSON: Excuse me. Are you ready?
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CHAIRPERSON VIERS: There you are. Camille?

MS. THOMPSON: Here I am.

CHAIRPERSON VIERS: I'm sorry. And next up is
Kris Viers.

MS. THOMPSON: Camille Thompson, and I live at
25 Corey Court.

I'm speaking in support of the proposed City Center

design. I moved to San Ramon from Pleasanton 13 years
ago. I've been a volunteer at Forest Home Farms for a
number of years. I'm proud to make San Ramon my home, but

I've always felt that the one thing missing here is a
community gathering place.

The proposed City Center design not only addresses
this, it fulfills it beautifully. It truly gives San
Ramon a heart. And I can't wait to take my grandson
skating at the ice rink. Thank you.

CHATIRPERSON VIERS: Thank you.

Okay. Next up is Kris Viers and on deck
Joyce Gregory.

MS. VIERS: She was a lot shorter than I am.

Thank you, Chair Viers, Members of the Commission,
and city staff. My name is Kris Viers. I am a San Ramon
resident for more than 25 years. And I feel like this
wonderful lady stole my speech, because that's exactly

what I was going to say, so thank you.
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You know, we've lived here for a long time and ever
since we've lived here, we have loved being a part of this
community and have felt that there was always something a
little bit missing. And, you know, the heart of a
community wasn't there because there wasn't a downtown.

There wasn't a place to go for some really fun
dining and some shopping, and so we have to go to
Pleasanton and Danville and Walnut Creek for that. So
when our out-of-town guests came, that's where we would
take them because we didn't have a place like that here.
And that was sorely missing for us.

There's also the economic thing. I always do
everything I can to shop San Ramon. I'll almost run out
of gas because I want to support the people that have
businesses here in San Ramon. And, you know, so when it
comes to shopping at a place like a Nordstrom, you have to
go out of the area to do that. And I would love to be
able to do that right here in my own community.

I was fortunate or unfortunate for a while to work
down in San Jose, and our office building was directly
south of Santana Row as they were being built. So I
watched that go up brick by brick. And I had the distinct
pleasure of being one of the first people to have midday
dining there and shopping.

And I thought that is so wonderful. I wish --I
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kind of coveted the fact that they had such a cool place
like Santana Row and we didn't. I felt like the
communities around us were surpassing us in everything but
getting a lot more housing, which we needed.

We have this wonderful Bishop Ranch area that
provides businesses and we needed the housing for those,
but we didn't have anyplace for those people to shop. We
had to get on the freeway and go to Pleasanton, Danville,
or Walnut Creek.

We need that here. And you know what? Now we have
this fabulous opportunity to do something that is almost
unheard of with the private sector joining in with the
City to provide this wonderful opportunity that give us a
five-star hotel; it gives us housing; it gives us the
dining and the shopping experience and the City Center
with a new police department; a new city hall; a new
library, that sounds like it needs to be a little bit
bigger; it gives us all those things and, you know what?
We don't have to stick our hands in our pockets and pull
it out in the form of tax dollars, because it is going to
be self-supporting.

So I am here, if you hadn't guessed, speaking in
favor of the City Center project. And I know there are
going to be some traffic issues. We've seen -- I mean, it

used to take me less than 10 minutes to drive out to
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Blackhawk to work and now it takes a whole heck of a lot
longer.

The City has done a phenomenal job in addressing
the growth that we've experienced over the last 25 years.
And I know, I have confidence in the City, that that's
going to be addressed and it's going to work.

And so I am just asking for your favorable vote for
this project. Thank you.

CHAIRPERSON VIERS: Thank you. Debate at 11:00.

10 Joyce Gregory is up and then Mary Hanson is on
11 deck.
12 MS. GREGORY: Hello? Testing, testing.
13 I have my notes, because I have to have them. And
14 I'll talk fast, because I've practiced at home. I don't
15 take more than five minutes at the most.
16 CHAIRPERSON VIERS: We won't let you.
17 MS. GREGORY: Anyway, first of all I want to say I
18 was astonished about two months ago when I got this flier
19 about this project. It obviously has been at work for
20 more than months. It has been at work for years, I think.
21 I understand from looking at my computer and
22 getting on the Internet that there have been presentations
23 made someplace between February and July all about this
24 before the thing was -- and I thought they would be public
25 presentations.
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And if they were, I think we should have been
notified because, you know, not everybody can read the
paper -- they read the paper when they come home at night.
Okay? Oh, the meeting is tonight. Oh, that's right, at
7:30, 8:00 o'clock.

Of course, I'm just like everybody else. I'm
worried about you widening -- they want to widen Bollinger
right where the project is, and then it's all going to
narrow down to this bottleneck at the freeway. Reminds me
very much of the Bay Bridge. You know? The side streets
are going to be impacted.

And the parking garages are going to remain parking
garages, as far as I'm concerned. The people are going to
park there because they can't get into the lane to get
into the street, because all the streets are going to go
to the freeway and lead to Bollinger.

And you're going to have Camino Ramon is going to
be blocked. You're going to have Sunset is going to be
blocked. And you're going to have people coming out of
the shopping center on Bollinger and they're going to try
to go towards the freeway, and there's no way that these
extra lanes are going to be able to accommodate all these
cars and get into a three-lane road over the freeway.

I figure between 4:00 and 6:00 p.m. they are going

to have about 2,000 extra cars coming out of there. And
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it's a plus for the people getting off the buses, too.

If you have a transit system and they're going to
Walnut Creek or someplace to work and they get out and get
home at 4:30, 5:30, and they get in their cars, they're
going to add to the traffic, too. Even if they have taken
the bus, they're going to add to the traffic on Bollinger.

I know when I'm coming down Bollinger and it's the
wrong time of day or I come down Alcosta, I go all the way

to Norris Canyon, go down left to San Ramon Boulevard,

10 turn left and get onto Bollinger on the other side of the
11 freeway, because I live off Bollinger. And that's the
12 only way I can get home sometimes without being about a
13 half an hour late. My husband wants his dinner on time.
14 Okay?
15 All right. Now I understand that people want
16 dining and stuff. We have a lot of places that do have
17 dining. And I understand that that's important to some
18 people.
19 As far as the upscale department stores go, well
20 years ago Target was supposed to come in and they did, but
21 Mervyn's never did show up and they were supposed to be on
22 the other part of that parking lot.
23 And we have all this small parking, which is quite
24 a lot -- I'll say 80 percent almost is dining. We have
25 dining here. People just aren't coming to it.
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And it's inconsistent with the Clean Air Act that
you have -- that this project goes on. You need -- first
of all nobody has even mentioned solar paneling. But any
time you build something now, San Ramon should require
that solar paneling is a large part of the project.

The Sunset has an option to buy the property, the
empty lot, I believe, according to what I read on the
Internet. They can buy that property back. So I know --
I always think that you should give an alternative.

When you say "I don't like this," I should give
another reason, something else we could do. All right. I
don't see any reason why you can't -- if that lot is
probably worth a lot of money, you sell half of it. You
put your Civic Center, your Police Station, and your
Library on one half and the other half specifying that the
developer can only put in housing above stores, and you
can all the restaurants you want. You can have your
little center, but you wouldn't have to impact the whole
neighborhood.

The people that want all this stuff, I don't know
if they live close to it. I realize that they probably,
if they go to Walnut Creek or anyplace else, they've got
traffic jams when they get there. So they're not worried
about traffic jams here. I live close to it; a lot of

other people do, and the quality of the air is going to be
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terrible.

2 Okay. All right. Last thing. When I came to

3 San Ramon 16 years ago, I thought this is a city that's
4 got class. They've got everything planned out. They've
5 got their business park so that it's subtle. You don't
6 notice it. It's not gigantic buildings in the middle of
7 nowhere.

8 You have a beautiful park, and now you're going to
9 put these horrendous buildings, these tall things up here
10 blocking views, being like downtown San Francisco with the
11 traffic of downtown San Francisco. And I just think it's

12 really bad.

13 Now I believe in the integrity of the Planning

14 Commission, that you're going to think about this and

15 really do what you feel is right. Not for the City's

16 coffers, not for the developer, not for the people who are

17 outside the city and want to come in here and spend money;

18 but for the citizens of San Ramon.

19 And I feel that, you know, I don't want my own

20 little valley of pollution, you know, and that's what's

21 going to happen. You're going to have this little valley

22 and it's going to be full of pollution, everything.

23 Thank you. Oh, by the way, my daughter said --

24 she's been a mayor and a city council person in another

25 city similar to this size -- and she said if there's any
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smart lady here that wants to try to make it to the city

2 council, she will be glad to mentor you. Okay?

3 CHAIRPERSON VIERS: Thank you, Ms. Gregory.

4 Next up is Mary Hanson and on deck Diana Rangel.

5 MS. HANSON: Chairman Viers and Planning

6 Commissioners, thank you for not only hearing my comments

l tonight but for listening to the probably dozens of people

8 that have been parading up here to air their views. I

9 just really appreciate all the hard work you guys do and

10 reading through, you know, wheelbarrows full of papers.

11 So just wanted to pass that on.

12 With that said, no big surprise I'm here up to

13 speak in favor of the project. Little bit differently

14 maybe than would be my normal style. So starting with

15 the positive, I think from an economic development

16 standpoint, that Rick SanVicente and Bruce Kerns both did

17 an excellent job of speaking for that, so I won't repeat

18 their comments, other than to say ditto, that, you know,

19 they talked about what the City really needs.

20 What I would like to do is do kind of a rebuttal to

21 some of the naysayers and some of the critics on a couple

22 of different areas. So if I get a little out of form

23 here, I may be reading from notes.

24 First of all, the Wal-Mart thing, the rumors about

25 that. That is so ridiculous and preposterous. And it
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just, 1t runs through my mind that if the critics have to
stoop that low to create that kind of a rumor, that maybe
they're, you know -- if they can't find more valid
criticisms or ways to try to kill it, then that puts some
doubt in my mind.

Next topic is the negative impact on the Iron Horse
Trail. I am actually blessed to live in the south area of
town. My house backs up to the trail in a part that's
very pretty. But I'm a frequent user of the trail, and
frankly parts of it in our city and in other cities can be
pretty butt ugly.

That's, you know, you're looking at dilapidated
fencing and overgrown weeds and junky back yards. So
actually having something that is wvibrant and alive that
you can detour to, to me would be a plus.

Shade from the tall building would be a plus, if
you've ever been out on the trail at 2:00 o'clock on a
hot, sunny afternoon, going from place A to place B.

Having a detour on the trail is nice. If you're in
Danville, you can kind of wander off to the farmer's
market on a Saturday morning. We'll have that same sort
of thing. And that's -- I see those as positive aspects
and not as something that is ruining a park area, but
rather is complementing it.

Next topic, and you guys can cut me off if I go too
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long here, but the high density issue, I don't think
there's any doubt in anybody's mind that this is a high
density project. What I find to be curious is the
assumption that high density is a bad thing.

High density is not. With land being as scarce as
it is and as valuable as it is, as people have mentioned
tonight, it makes sense to cluster things, to bring them
together rather than to create the suburban sprawl that
you see in so many places, including San Jose and
Sacramento, and Los Angeles.

That's not smart growth. What we're talking about
here is smart. Bring it together, create the critical
mass. Give it some energy and preserve our open space and
our beautiful hills and our places that you can go hiking
and do all those things. So I would speak in favor of a
high density, if you will, project.

The next criticism that has been bandied about is
not enough public participation. And maybe I'm getting a
little grumpy about this. But the last time we had
significant amounts of public creation of a project, it
was a $200 million almost white elephant. So that didn't
work. We have something here that will work.

I hear in a lot of the comments sort of a general
objection to growth, and growth is always a mixed

blessing. You know, it's great when you're the person
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who's arriving, but when the next person or party wants to
come, it's not so good.

The thing is if we don't grow -- we being San Ramon
-- that's not going to stop the rest of the world around
us. That's not going to stop the Dublins and the
Danvilles and the whoever else in the world from
continuing to grow.

And what will happen is everybody around us will
grow and they will benefit and we'll get the left over
dregs, including the traffic. Only instead of stopping
here, it will still just be passing through.

So to me, growth is inevitable, good or bad. We
might as well control it. We might as well do it smart.
We might as well create something that is of benefit to
the community.

Next item is concerns about what the City is giving
up. There seems to be a perception that we're somehow
selling out to the developer, selling out to Sunset. I
think what we need to keep in mind is that is not the
case.

Yes, the City is giving up some land which is
probably pretty valuable on the ticket break or for the
whole parcel. But what we're getting is civic buildings,
basically at no cost. And we're not incurring incredible

costs that we would have under some other proposals. And
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that doesn't even factor in tax revenues and things going

2 down the pipe. So again, this is not a city giveaway.

3 And then the last objection, which I think all of

4 us have some mixed feelings about is traffic. Traffic is

5 a pain. 1It's gotten worse. But on the other hand this

6 particular project is going to create traffic patterns

l that are sort of countercyclical. In other words, we've

8 got the business park, the 8:00 a.m. and the 5:00 p.m

9 crowd when you can't get down Bollinger.

10 If we put in retail and housing, those are -- yeah,

11 there's going to be car trips. I've heard the number

12 30,000 bantered about; but whatever that is, it's not

13 going to be at the same times of day.

14 The alternative that it could be worse is that you

15 put another business building or two in there and guess

16 what? You create more 8:00 o'clock a.m. problems and more

17 5:00 p.m. problems.

18 And again, back to the, you know, the traffic, it's

19 going to be there. Do you we want it coming to us or do

20 we want it just passing through San Ramon?

21 Lastly, and this is kind of on a personal level. I

22 work in Walnut Creek. I also, probably because I'm

23 single, I hang out there a lot with friends. You know,

24 both during the day and also on the weekends.

25 And, you know, Walnut Creek, it's crowded. 1It's

145

The Souza Group

(925) 846-8831




10

11

12

13

14

15

16

17

18

19

20

21

22

23

24

25

congested. But on the other hand, you spend three or four
minutes in your car in congestion to go someplace or even
better, sometimes you can walk.

And so equate that back to San Ramon. I would
rather spend -- first of all I'd like to be able to do
stuff in my hometown and, you know, have maybe my friends
come here. But also to spend three or four minutes in the
car, yeah, okay, got to slog through a few lights, but
still is a better alternative than getting in the car and
driving the 20 minutes up to Walnut Creek.

Not only from a personal level, but from just kind
of a macro level. You know, how much gas are we using;
what's the impact on the environment, etc. So I see it as
being a big plus, having all the amenities that we've
talked about and all the benefits just right here in our
own back vyard.

So a definite big plus for this project and I would
encourage you to, obviously you have to consider all of
the evidence, but I would definitely encourage you to
approve it and move us forward. Thank you.

CHAIRPERSON VIERS: Thank you, Ms. Hanson.

Diana Rangel and up on deck John Dickenson.

COMMISSIONER KERGER: Diana Rangel left. She's not
here.

CHAIRPERSON VIERS: She checked the box that she is
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against the project.
John Dickenson and on deck Pat Boom.
MR. DICKENSON: Good evening, Planning Commission,
city staff, and members of the public. My name is
John Dickenson, and I'm an eight-year resident of
San Ramon and a four-year member of the

Economic Development Advisory Committee.

San Ramon has so much going for it. It has an
excellent infrastructure. It has an excellent array of
parks. It has a top ranked school system and teachers.

It has great employment opportunities. And especially
with the new Dougherty Valley, it is developing incredible
diversity.

The City of San Ramon has an incredible array of
attributes, but it is missing one key thing. And someone
already said this, but we didn't coordinate on this. It
is missing a heart. A living, breathing, vibrant area for
townsfolk to gather, to eat, to shop, to conduct public
business, to go to a movie, to meet their neighbors, to
meet neighbors that they've never seen before, or just
simply to hang out.

Throughout history, public gathering places have
been the glue that have kept communities together. The
importance of a physical space cannot be underestimated as

a contributor to a true community.
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Three-and-a-half years ago, after sitting through a
year of meetings on a civic center, after researching the
General Plan and city development in general, and after
talking to EDAK and city staff and many different
residents, I drafted a presentation entitled "The True
Downtown for San Ramon," which was subsequently endorsed
by the Economic Development Advisory Committee, the
Housing Advisory Committee and many others.

In this presentation I drew from a range of things;
a range of groups that had spoken on the subject, many of
which have already been mentioned here today. For
instance, from the General Plan.

I quote: A vibrant retail area confers a sense of
place that strengthens community image and encourages
residents to shop, dine, and pursue leisure activities
locally.

I quote from the Greenbelt Alliance: San Ramon
should create a walkable downtown at its planned civic
center site with a mix of shops, housing, entertainment,
and public building.

And there are numerous other aspects, differing
groups that had commented on the same exact thing many
years ago over these last 10 years in this pursuit of a
heart for San Ramon.

In the presentation, I/we said a true downtown

148

The Souza Group
(925) 846-8831




10

11

12

13

14

15

16

17

18

19

20

21

22

23

24

25

needed the following attributes: It needed mixed use
civic, retail, entertainment, and housing components. It
needed to include housing over retail, preferably three to
five stories. It needed to be pedestrian friendly, day
and night. It needed to incorporate a true town square.
It needed buildings oriented to smaller streets and plazas
within the site. And it needed a mix of housing for
different incomes.

This plan that has been presented incorporates
every single one of these attributes. This plan provides
that so sorely needed heart that San Ramon does not have
at this time. I believe that we in San Ramon have a
tremendous opportunity to create a true downtown for the
economic benefit of the city and the civic good of us, the
citizens of San Ramon. Let us take this opportunity and
build the plan. Thank you.

CHAIRPERSON VIERS: Thank you, Mr. Dickenson.

Next up is Patricia Boom and on deck
Mary Lou Oliver.

MS. CHAMBERLAIN: To the Chair, if I might.

CHATIRPERSON VIERS: Um-hmm.

MS. CHAMBERLAIN: You need to have a motion to
continue for another half hour, because it's past 11:00
o'clock.

CHAIRPERSON VIERS: Is it that time?
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COMMISSIONER KERGER: Yes, it's 11:00. I was just
going to tell you.

CHAIRPERSON VIERS: Okay.

COMMISSIONER KERGER: I move that we extend our
meeting for another half an hour. It's now 11:00 o'clock
and according to our procedures, we can't go beyond 11:00
until we have a consensus.

CHAIRPERSON VIERS: All right. Do I have a second?

COMMISSIONER SACHS: I'll second that.

CHAIRPERSON VIERS: All right. All in favor-?

(Members of the Planning Commission answered in the
affirmative.)

CHAIRPERSON VIERS: Any opposed?

Okay. We extend the meeting 30 minutes. And if
you'll watch the clock.

COMMISSIONER O'LOANE: If we could extend it
with some observation of the three- to five-minute rule,
Mr. Chair.

CHAIRPERSON VIERS: All right.

MS. BOOM: Thank you very much for extending the
meeting. I'm Pat Boom. I live at 2567 Shadow Mountain
Drive in San Ramon. I am a 35-year resident of San Ramon.

Before I continue anything, I submitted a letter to
Debbie Chamberlain from Jean Oman (phonetic). She was

unable to be here this evening and she wanted her letter
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read into the record.

CHATRPERSON VIERS: Okay.

MS. BOOM: So I want to ensure that this is done
before the evening is finished.

Uniquely enough, I am actually speaking just for
myself. I do not represent anyone else. After living
here 35 years, with all that I've heard about some of the
negative comments about this city, why am I still living
here after 35 years?

Well, I'm living here because I love this city.

It is probably the best planned city I think I have ever
seen. We do a tremendous amount of traveling in this
country. We do a lot of driving traveling, and I've gone
through cities who don't care. And it shows. This city
cares, the residents care, the community, the staff, the
city councils, and the commission care about this city.
And it shows.

Obviously being here 35 years, I have been involved
in numerous discussions on several city centers in several
different locations. Obviously not only involved, but sat
in as a resident on numerous public hearings. There were
share its, there were forums, there were discussions,
there were public hearings, there were comments made by
the public, there was discussion going on on a

City Center, has been, for at least 15 to 20 years.
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And all of that discussion I hope has been included
for this City Center. And I think it has, because it
shows in its design. As you can tell, I'm supportive of
this project. 1I've waited a long time for the soul of San
Ramon to be created so that people can enjoy it and share
it with others.

Obviously we all have concerns. My one concern 1is
the traffic be adequately addressed. I think we all have
that concern. I'm not going to get into the details of
which street, which area. I just want the traffic
adequately addressed.

The Plaza Center is so special. I can see so many
people coming down and sitting there and enjoying it. And

having evening hours, which is not something this city has

much of. It closes down. I want it to stay open at
night. I want to be able to use the services here in this
community.

When I moved in here 35 years ago, I could not buy
bread and milk in my own city. I had to go to Danville
for break and milk. Well, there's a lot more services now
provided in this community and I'd like to be able to
continue having that. I want to shop San Ramon. I want
to provide my tax monies. I want my money to come back to
benefit this community.

I've talked with many people, especially at the
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farmer's market at Forest Home Farms. I'm with the
San Ramon Historic Foundation, and we are there every
Saturday. And a lot of people ask questions about the
downtown.

Well, I wanted to get their opinion and I wanted to
do it very carefully because I did not want to share my
opinion with them. I wanted them to tell me what they
thought about this particular project. Every one, which

still amazes me, has been in support of this project.

10 That in and of itself was unique because there's always

11 someone that says well, no, I don't like this or I don't

12 that.

13 I don't know how many people have said to me that

14 they are so pleased with this project, they want to move

15 into the apartments in this project; they want to live

16 there; they want to shop there; they want to bring their

17 families there; they want to eat there.

18 There was one concern and the concern was why

19 hasn't this been built sooner. They want it now. They

20 want to use it now, and so do I. I hope you support the

21 project. Thank you.

22 CHAIRPERSON VIERS: Thank you, Ms. Boom.

23 Next up is Mary Lou Oliver, and on deck Linda Best.

24 MS. OLIVER: Good evening. My name is

25 Mary Lou Oliver. I am a 37-year resident of San Ramon.

153

The Souza Group

(925) 846-8831




10

11

12

13

14

15

16

17

18

19

20

21

22

23

24

25

I've been around for a while. 1I've been involved in
things for a while.

And one thing that I am extremely disappointed
about this evening is that the positive comments on this
City Center Project have all seemed to come after the
majority of the public have gone home.

26 years ago, a group of 14 people got together and
thought that this city needed better planning. And from
that came the Incorporation Study Committee and from there
came the first City of San Ramon.

Those 14 people footed the bill for the feasibility
study because the county wouldn't do it at the time. This
is the result. We have an absolutely beautiful city.

I've heard comments it's missing a soul, it's missing a
heart. We have the opportunity to do that now.

Most of my comments I just crossed off as other
people made them. Mr. Barr took care of about a page and
a half. Mr. SanVicente another page. Ms. Hanson even
more. And so on. I agree with everything that they have
all said.

And I've also agreed with their concerns, and I
think we all share the same concerns. I wish Caltrans
would cooperate with cities, with their traffic light. I
think a great deal of the problem on Bollinger Canyon Road

would be handled if the traffic light over the freeway
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could be coordinated with ours, and it's very unfortunate
that that does not happen.

I have been personally involved in four City Center
plans. The first one was an ill-fated effort very early
in the development of San Ramon, and the location was bad.
The second plan had a great deal of merit, but was
torpedoed. The developers were sent packing at great
expense to the City.

A new development plan that's been referred to, and
I think very well, as a white elephant was developed,
again at great cost to the City, with no means of paying
for it. And I am sure that if the public had been asked
to foot the bill, the answer would have been no.

Now is finally an opportunity to do a fiscally
responsible project. I have some serious concerns about
some of the elements of the plan itself at its concept,
but the time for that will come in the future.

I agree with those who feel that the Civic Center
may not be in exactly the right place and that the impact
might be a little bit less with the tall buildings if they
were slightly differently located. But I'm not an
architect or a planner and so I won't propose any
alternatives myself, but I will certainly listen to other
alternatives as they are presented.

You have quite an obligation ahead of you. Good
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luck. Thank you.

CHAIRPERSON VIERS: Thank you, Ms. Oliver.

Next up is Linda Best and on deck Leslie Mague.

MS. BEST: Thank you, Mr. Chairman and Members of
the Commission. My name is Linda Best, and I'm here on
behalf of the Contra Costa Council and the Contra Costa
Economic Partnership.

And we really would like to congratulate the City
and Sunset Development Company for incorporating such a
strong residential component into the overall civic center
plan.

By way of background, our two organizations promote
economic vitality in the county and quality of life. And
certainly this project before you this evening is really a
shining example of good economic development.

We also address public policy issues that affect
economic development and economic vitality. And one of
those issues is housing. 1It's very clear that this is a
major challenge for us, and we hear from employers all the
time that their most important challenge or most difficult
challenge is attracting and retaining qualified employees,
largely because there just simply is not enough supply of
housing that's affordable to the workforce as a whole.

And by the way, that includes not just private

companies, but it includes the providers of critical
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public services, such as health care providers and
educational institutions.

So in looking at the plan before you tonight, we're
really please to see this residential component. And
what's especially praiseworthy is that the plan is
committing to 487 high-density units that will be located
in the mixed-use setting, meaning they will be close to
jobs and certainly will go far to mitigate some of the
traffic impacts that the plan will produce.

And secondly, the plan is comitting to a percentage
of units that will be below market units, deed restricted
that will be more affordable to the lower income workers
in the city.

An lastly, we really commend the establishment of
the Transit Center, which will help provide transit
services to neighboring communities and to BART as well.

These are all very good examples of good planning
and smart growth. And so for those reasons we encourage
you to be sure that this element of the plan remains in
the plan and the way it's described. We think it will
help make that plan a very balanced one.

Thank you.

CHATRPERSON VIERS: Thank you, Ms. Best.

Leslie. Then on deck Kathy Pleva.

MS. MAGUE: Pleva.
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Hi. My name is Leslie Mague, and good evening,
City Council and planning staff.

I live at 128 Claremont Crest Court. This is not
in my back yard, so I'm glad to be here today to talk
about the downtown City Center.

I have a five-year degree that I earned from the
Northwest Pacific Plan in attending planning meetings.
And I've learned much, and hopefully some of my learnings
can be shared tonight.

I'm glad the audience has cleared a little bit
because mainly my reason here tonight is to talk to the
City Council. So I'm hoping that just one on one, I kind
of feel like --

COMMISSIONER KERGER: This is the Planning
Commission.

MS. MAGUE: I mean Planning Comission. Hello.
Planning Commission. And I failed. I got an F in my
education.

But the City of San Ramon does need a heart, but we
don't need to give it a heart attack. This is way too
big, too big, too big. I agree with the librarians who
came up here today and said instead of 36,000 square feet
they want 50. Give them 100,000 square feet for the
library. They need a library.

We have huge families in this area with a lot of
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kids. We need places for them to go and learn and be the
best educated group in Contra Costa County.

This meeting, to me, has been like deja vu. A lot
of what the residents have been saying and doing and what
you're hearing and listening, I hope you really hear and
act.

A very wise man about a year ago said to me that
the City Council's job 1is to represent citizens of
San Ramon, provide them detailed information, both
positive and negative on the project. And that wise man
is still sitting here, Mr. Athan.

When I spoke to him about my concerns when I first
started attending the Planning Commission meetings -- and
this is important because there's been a great job in
selling and marketing the downtown City Center. But I ask
the Planning Commission to please respond to the residents
with as much interest. Please act, not just listen.
Please act, not just listen.

I grew up in Walnut Creek. 17 years in Walnut
Creek. 1I've lived 14 years in San Ramon. If you paid me
to go to Walnut Creek during lunch hour or after 10:00, I
would never go. There's no way I can find parking. My
husband works in Walnut Creek. He has a parking spot.

He won't get in his car during lunch or even at 2:00 for

fear that he might have a lot of traffic to contend with.
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I ask you to listen to this, because it's real.
It's not based on numbers. It's based on real stuff that
you've heard tonight from residents.

Ultimately each of you make the decisions and those
decisions from this project will impact the residents.

We need you to act and reduce the scale of this project.
One of the biggest concerns from the last project planning
meeting that I attended for four years was that we started
asking for it to be scaled back, never once did that
number change. Things got moved around, but never once
did that scale change. And that was really disappointing.
And we had good input, too.

I share with you traffic being a huge issue, and
many people tonight have discussed that. But I have to go
at 5:15 to take my son to one of the beautiful 18 parks in
Windemere for soccer. I didn't pick his time. It takes
me 45 minutes to get to the new Tiffany Roberts stadium
and 45 minutes to get back.

I scratched my head the other day and said how am I
going to get there quicker. 1If I take 680 and get on 580,
get off at Dougherty, I might be closer. But I had to go
to Dublin possibly first to get to San Ramon and I live in
San Ramon.

So I was kind of concerned when I thought about

what other back ways are there? When that was the only
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option, I got scared. And I think it's fear and
skepticism from what we've seen in the past and from the
countless hours that you guys have to sit here and make up
decisions and discuss the process. We really just want
you to read this, act upon it. Sure, a great heart of the

city would be fine. It can be smaller and still pump with

life.

Timelines. I think Donna said tonight something
about timelines. Timelines can be extended. This is
forever. This is a big step. This is the heart of
San Ramon. This is forever. Please prove to us with

significant modifications on the size and scope by acting
on the residents' responses tonight, both positive and
negative.

And I don't think it's even really positive and
negative. It's Jjust our feelings. I ask you to take the
responsibility and own this project not for the sake of
profit alone, but for the sake of the future of San Ramon
and its residents' quality of life.

And quality of life means living in a place where
you want to raise your family and that family wants to
raise their family safely. Would you not want to be
Dublin; would you not want to be Concord; would you not
want to be Walnut Creek? I don't know about you guys, but

I shop in San Ramon. Target and Safeway have a lot of my
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money. And I don't go to Walnut Creek to shop unless you
make me go, because it's too scary.

We elected each of you to represent the citizens of
San Ramon or you were appointed I should say. And I hope
that your beliefs on why you're in this position remain
the same and true, not based on what people tell you to
do, but what you in your heart feel is the right thing to
do.

And I ask this openly and honestly from you because
I know that you're good people and you work long hours,
but we really need to listen and we need to listen and use
facts. But sometimes facts aren't in numbers that are
crunched in an EIR. It's in facts about how long it takes
me to get someplace or anybody else in this room; or where
I'm going to spend my money. I spend it here and so do
others. We can do just as good by making this smaller and
smarter. Thank you.

CHAIRPERSON VIERS: Okay, Leslie. Thank you.

Kathy Pleva.

MS. PLEVA: Good evening. 126 Woodcrest. And my
husband and I moved to San Ramon around six years ago
because it was a quiet and slow-paced city. Now it just
seems like it's growth, growth, growth.

I went to school with Leslie at the Northwest

Pacific Plan and learned a lot, and that is in our back
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yard and that scares me. And now we're talking about this
project, too, bringing more traffic, more air pollution,
water shortages, crime.

Crime seems to be jumping up in San Ramon. And
litter. Litter is a pet peeve of mine. And every time I
go up Crow Canyon to go home, there's litter all along the
streets. And I just feel like something of this magnitude
is just going to drive all that up: Crime; air pollution;
traffic, of course; and litter.

So please take into consideration everybody that's
talked tonight. And I'm kind of new at this. It seems
like -- do the cards get mixed up? Because it seems like
all the pros got to speak already and now the cons are
coming. No pun intended.

So I don't know if they get mixed up or how it
goes, but any ways, thank you.

CHAIRPERSON VIERS: Thank you.

Okay. At this juncture I've got the cards from the
people that spoke for the EIR. That's why you got the
little mix up going there. These people have already
spoken. Now they get to come up and speak again. That's
why I gave the courtesy to the people that hadn't spoken
to come up first. And just seemed like the majority of
them were pro at the beginning. Anyway, there was no

order to the cards.
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Next up is Mr. Blickenstaff and on deck 1is
Thomas Albert.

COMMISSIONER SACHS: Mr. Chair, if I might.

CHATRPERSON VIERS: Is it time?

COMMISSIONER SACHS: We are running up against
either voting for another extension or adjourning the
meeting.

COMMISSIONER KERGER: No. Technically we can go to
midnight. It's no other new business after 11:00 o'clock.
This is the last item, and we can stay till midnight. I
don't want to stay till midnight, but we can stay.

COMMISSIONER SACHS: Do we need to make a motion to
extend that out? Because we motioned until 11:30.

COMMISSION KERGER: Yeah, we --

COMMISSIONER SACHS: 1I'll just do it so we can be
legal about it.

COMMISSIONER KERGER: Okay.

COMMISSIONER SACHS: I move to extend the Planning
Commission meeting until 12:00 a.m.

COMMISSIONER KERGER: I'll second it.

CHATIRPERSON VIERS: Okay. All in favor.

(Members of the Planning Commission voted in the
affirmative.)

CHAIRPERSON VIERS: Okay. I have, for those of you

that have already spoken, I have two, four, six, eight --
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I have nine cards.

COMMISSIONER KERGER: And these are people that
have already spoken.

CHAIRPERSON VIERS: And we've taken some prior, so
three nines are 18. I think we can do it. Go ahead,

Mr. Blickenstaff.

MR. BLICKENSTAFF: Thank you. I'm going to do some
speed talking here now. Well, the good news is I told
almost everything in my first speech; and now I'm down to
about two minutes' worth, so I'm sure that will please a
number of people.

CHAIRPERSON VIERS: Right.

MR. BLICKENSTAFF: 1In terms of the project itself,
we're coming to a point I call a fundamental crossroads
for San Ramon and that's where you get this discomfort in
the community growing, because to give some civic
buildings -- and I'm not even sure if we own them outright
or are leasing them -- our tradeoff is to trade off the
future of San Ramon in terms of what it's been and now
what it's going to be.

It's been represented by a lot of setbacks to
beautiful buildings like Chevron and even AT&T with some
waterscapes and some green setbacks, greenscapes,
intermingled with business buildings. Very attractive

mingling of commercial business and green space in the
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projects that we've had in the past.

And now you're coming with a tradeoff of saying
we're going to get some benefits for a Civic Center in
terms of a police station, a civic building and so forth.
But we're going to have to do 100-foot buildings that are
much closer to the sidewalks and the streets.

So we're changing the look of the City and
understanding with this growth, we're changing the future
of the City. Because once you've set the standard for
100-foot building here, that will be the standard in five
years, 10 years, 20, if you're lucky. Usually as you've
seen in the past, progression just goes up even higher.

If you want to change the future of San Ramon in
such a fundamental way, that is a profound concept and is
troubling to me, because most people that live here and
moved here were comfortable with the City as it was
growing with the greenscapes and the views of the hills
that weren't blocked out by 100-foot buildings.

And now you're saying no, no, no. To make it
financially work, we have to kind of start looking just a
little more like Walnut Creek or Concord. And that's
where the unease comes from, because I don't think we have
to start going that direction. That's the predominant
direction of any city, is to go that way.

But if we think San Ramon is special, do we have to
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do that, too? Do we have to follow the path of a Concord
and a Walnut Creek? 1In terms of oh, we financially just
have to do it; and oh, by the way, now we've got gridlock
and it's scary and there's crime and it's not the fun
place to be anymore.

Something went wrong there. And I thought
San Ramon took that lesson and said we're going to be
different. But now you're coming back and saying no, the
commercial forces and the business forces are now such
that maybe we should start to go that same way, with
changing the views and bringing the buildings up closer to
the streets and making them higher. Every time we have a
project for a building now it's another two stories
higher.

And I don't think it has to be that way, so I'm
proposing that this is not a done deal. 1I'll give you the
benefit of the doubt on that, because certain people on
the City Council act like they'd just as soon vote for it
yes tomorrow rather than wait for this process.

So I think that cheerleading by certain people that
have already made their decision is wrong. I think that
certain people should analyze the final EIR, look at the
grand view here of some competent information before
cheerleading a project just out of the gate.

That's where this "done deal" comes in, from that
167

The Souza Group
(925) 846-8831




10

11

12

13

14

15

16

17

18

19

20

21

22

23

24

25

kind of rhetoric from certain people in roles of
leadership. So let's really say it's not a done deal.
Let's start looking at making the civic buildings work
with the community center and the community park and start
blending those in.

And let's look at it as an orientation of that with
some recreational space that works to bring more people
into the Central Park. We've given up any recreational
space or open space in this project. It's built to the
Nth degree here except for a quad for a hotel or whatever.
But that's not my heart of the city. Quad for a hotel is
not my idea of heart for the city. I'd rather have a real
heart than an artificial one, if you want to do play on
words.

So anyway, my two minutes is up, so what's I think.

CHAIRPERSON VIERS: Thank you. You're a man of
your word.

Next up is Mr. Albert and on deck John Nunes.

MR. ALBERT: I agree with the idea of a larger
library and a pedestrian friendly area in the city.
Personally I don't feel any need for any additional growth
or development, but I've heard a lot of people today voice
their heartfelt desires for more development and for a
downtown.

And so I guess something is going to happen along
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those ways, but I'm very much persuaded by the argument to
scale down. And I'm particularly an advocate of scaling
it down so that it becomes, quote, consistent with the
Clean Air Plan.

I'm surprised that it's even legal for choices to
be made that are inconsistent with the Clean Air Plan,
because I believe that would have consequences for
people's well-being.

Now the idea of having a place where, someone
mentioned you could buy expensive coffee and ice cream,
and thereby increase your high blood pressure and the risk
of heart attack -- and heart disease is the number one
killer in the United States.

I would suggest that since there was some mention
of a possibility of having a farmer's market and since the
City and the County have a predicament with the Windmill
Farms produce -- by the way, I ride my bike to work every
day and I've been eating at Windmill Farms for 14 years
and I've never been healthier, so I don't believe that
Windmill Farms is a danger to my health.

I rather think that Windmill Farms is protecting me
from heart disease, high blood pressure, and risk of
diabetes. I would suggest that the City consider moving
Windmill Farms into the heart of its new plan and that as

a number of people have mentioned, there should be solar
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paneling.

I think there could be wind energy as part of the
project. Some of these structures could have windmills on
them. One of the nice things about San Ramon -- I live in
Danville, but I work in San Ramon -- is it's a little
cooler here. 1It's a little cooler here because there's
wind coming in; there's a breeze.

And that would be a shining example, and this city
would be a city on the hill for the rest of the nation if
it was a pioneer in solar energy and wind energy. So I
would suggest that you consider that.

By the way, in front of the Windmill Farms is a
sign that the City put up that says "Spare the air." And
I think spare the air should be the motto of this city and
should be the motto of this center.

I also believe that Windmill Farms is a step
forward in that direction, because they buy more produce
locally than the big supermarket is likely to do.

Now Phil O'Loane said something to me that was --
said something to us that was quite interesting. He said
this is the most important decision we will ever make.

Not only is it the most important decision that you
face this week, if I understood Phil O'Loane correctly,
it's the most important decision that you will all make

ever as a body. And I think that it's good if you listen
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to the folks here and make the right choice.

If not, I have learned that -- from your City
Attorney by the way -- that with 5,800 signatures I could
put on the state, under state law, I could put on the
ballot the question of the City Center for vote by the
citizens themselves.

I would think given that according to the
Planning Commission this is the most important decision
that the Planning Commission will ever make, that we
should all of us consider the possibility of having a
general election on this most important question.

So I leave that as an option.

CHAIRPERSON VIERS: Thank you, Mr. Albert.

Mr. Nunes and on deck Roz.

MR. NUNES: Good evening, Planning Commission
Members again, and also city staff. Again I commend the
hard work the Planning Commission has done and also the
city staff. 1It's a very arduous task to go through, I'm
sure, over such an important project.

I've lived in San Ramon for only about three and a
half years. So I guess I consider myself to be somewhat
of a novice here in comparison to the longevity of some of
the other residents that have gotten up here and spoken.
So I haven't been able to follow this process over a

number of years. I don't know. That might be a good
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thing.

2 However, what I have to do is really rely on

3 reading the Planning Staff Report and then also talking

4 with few people who've lived in this area for quite a

5 while and also a couple of staff members. And what I

6 gather reading through the planning staff and looking at

l some of the history here is that it started out with the

8 City Center wanting to or considered to go to the

9 redevelopment area, which was over on the north side of
10 San Ramon originally.
11 And then it's gone through a couple of other
12 processes and concepts here in the City Center. One of
13 which I had noticed was an 18 member task force that was
14 comprised of the community. And they came up with a

15 number of, I guess, ideas as far as what they would have
16 liked to see the City Center be.

17 And what really kind of got my interest was that

18 the convergence of ideas from one council to the next one,
19 considering what they wanted this project to be. For
20 instance, this task force and also the former city council
21 came up with 50,000 square feet of retail uses, and the
22 current planning staff and city council goes to the other
23 extreme at 635,000 square feet of retail.

24 The former council wanted to put in a cultural

25 center, and the current council doesn't -- or planning
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staff doesn't seem to be in favor of that. One council
was in favor of raising the current council and planning
staff in favor of raising apparently four city blocks of
office buildings. The former one didn't.

One had the Civic Center adjacent or contiguous to
the Central Park, which seems like -

COMMISSIONER KERGER: Mr. Nunes, could I ask you a
question?

MR. NUNES: Sure.

COMMISSIONER KERGER: You only have two minutes,
and to repeat history to me is irrelevant at this time.
What I'd like to know is what are your feelings right now
about this project?

MR. NUNES: I think, you know, considering that the
other project was somewhat downscaled, considering what
this one is, this one is a lot more intense, I don't think
the other one had a proper funding mechanism to be able to
support the things that the residents and apparently the
former city council wanted.

I think this one kind of goes to the other extreme,
where it's completely funded by a developer. And the
Civic Center itself is, you know, total public use. So I
think in some fashion that the public should help support
it.

And I think if they did that, then the project
173

The Souza Group
(925) 846-8831




10

11

12

13

14

15

16

17

18

19

20

21

22

23

24

25

could be scaled down to a reasonable level, still
incorporating all the concepts that are currently on the
table right now, that the Planning Staff and the City
Council have come up with. And I think that would be a
reasonable way to go ahead and approach this.
Particularly, put the Civic Center I think where it
belongs, which would be contiguous to the Central Park.

Thank you.

CHATIRPERSON VIERS: Okay. Thank you, Mr. Nunes.

Roz and then Mr. Gibbon.

MS. ROGOFF: Okay. Well, my feeling is that the
north side of the development is probably just right the
way it is. And I think -- I was at one of those meetings
that EDAC had where they had the consultant come in and
present what could be self-sustaining retail.

And there was no -- the problem was that San Ramon
didn't have anyplace to put all that retail. We couldn't
squeeze it in in all the different places that we needed
to to get the, what was it, something like 670,000 square
feet of retail, or whatever, which is what is planned for
here.

And then the people who are saying well, the
upscale department stores didn't work in Blackhawk. Well
Blackhawk isn't accessible to everybody. Who's going to

go to Blackhawk to shop at Saks Fifth Avenue? I mean,
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that's ridiculous.

2 But why should they assume that big department

3 stores and the upscale shopping wouldn't be perfect over

4 here. I remember, I was driving in a car with

5 Valerie Barnes to a CTV meeting in Livermore, and it was

6 right after they opened the Hacienda Crossings. And we

l were driving past it and I looked at that and I said,

8 "Boy, is that an ugly shopping center.”

9 And Valerie, if anybody remembers, was on the
10 Dublin city council and they approved that. And she said,
11 "Yes, but it pays for east Dublin." All of the facilities
12 that they have in east Dublin -- the parks and the other
13 things that they have there are being paid for by

14 Hacienda Crossings.

15 And you know what, I go and shop there too. It is
16 convenient and it's got a lot of things and it's the right
17 kind of place -- I shouldn't say this; it sounds kind of
18 cheesy -- but it's the right kind of place for Dublin.

19 And this is the right kind of place for San Ramon.
20 It just has -- I think it will really be a nice place. My
21 concern has always been on the south side of the street

22 and the big office buildings and where the City Center,

23 the civic offices are located.

24 And I see that Mary Hanson laughed, but she'd get
25 just -- she'd get enough shade from a three-story buildi?%S
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as she would from an eight-story building and be a little
bit nicer.

And I was thinking, you know, and is Pauline -- 1is
Pauline there? Yes, she is. Hi, Pauline.

Pauline said something about having like a little
park area. If you move that building over to where that
great big office building is, the city building, it's
right next to the Iron Horse Trail. And we know that
there's going to be this long stoplight where people are
waiting two minutes, three minutes before they can cross
the street.

Wouldn't it be nice to have like a little park and
gathering place right in front of the Library and the
City Hall where people could stop and get some water or
refreshment or something while they're waiting to cross
the street, and maybe run into the Library and get a book
or something. And it would be just so much nicer, and
it's right across from Central Park for the people on
their bikes going -- you, wouldn't you like that? You
can ride your bike. I mean, that would be nice.

So there are a lot of things I think that can be
done that would make the ambience of this a little nicer.
But as far as -- but I think it needs to be this massive
in order to sustain itself. You can't have it too small.

Maybe that was what was wrong with Blackhawk. Maybe it
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just wasn't big enough or it wasn't accessible enough, and
I think that this 1is.

CHAIRPERSON VIERS: Thank you, Roz.

Okay. Mr. Gibbon, there's two cards here. I will
only honor one.

COMMISSIONER O'LOANE: He want six minutes.

MR. GIBBON: I already talked once.

COMMISSIONER KERGER: Who's got the stopwatch?

CHAIRPERSON VIERS: Okay. We gotta keep a watch on
this guy. Promise us three minutes, because we have the
Desmaraises and some others. One other person.

MR. GIBBON: Okay. I'm going to give you a short
history. I've lived here for 30 years. And 1994-95, I
even ran for city council. And then I went into
hibernation. Did my own business for 10 years until
something caught my eye that was something wrong.

And it was a decision that was being made by the
City Council because I didn't get wise of it until it got
to the city council, and that was the Los Trampas Ridge.

How you can butcher a ridge like -- well, it
reminds me of San Diego, which they just chop and level
everything off and not care about it and then justify it
as part of the future of San Ramon. I said to myself,
there's something wrong with that.

Anyway, Mary Lou Oliver said, "I'm not an
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architect." Well, I am an architect, and I know what the
effect of this project will be to the city and to this
street. And I know that people don't like to park in
parking structures to go shopping. They need open space.
They need to know that there's somebody there.

I know that this town has been fighting for the
last 30 years. Party, party places like the Blue Mondavi;
the place that's down next to the library. Every one of
them have lost their liquor licenses. You remember that?
And we're proposing an extension of hours, full liquor
sales in a small area at night.

You think we would learn not to give our kids
opportunities to go party, because every time you turn
around -- you talk to the police department. It's nice
that the police department is going to be across the
street, because they're going to need it.

Us older folks are not going to be down there at
night. 1It's going to be a singles crowd. 1It's going to
be wild time in the city, and there's going to be police
on that street holding kids back. And I hope you have a
big jail.

My professional opinion about this project is that
there's an easy way of reducing it without reducing it,
and that is get rid of the eight-story buildings. We have

five-story buildings, and they seem to work. We've given
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a lot for those five-story buildings. We've given a lot

2 of FAR for those five-story buildings.

3 Now we're giving more. You realize that the 20

4 acres that we own, we're the ones that jacked up the price
5 of it, the wvalue of it. And we're going to end up paying
6 for it. No matter what you say about this is going to be
l economically balanced, it's going to cost us $80 million

8 worth of land already.

9 We're much better off leaving it as a ballpark,
10 putting ballparks on the 20 acres. I don't think that's
11 going to happen and I don't suggest that's going to

12 happen. But there's one sure way of slowing this project
13 down, and that is to go to five-story buildings.

14 And to that end, I'm going to take his advice and I
15 think that we'll just go ahead and have a race here and

16 see who can get 5,000 signatures how fast. I think we'll
17 do it for the five-story buildings and I think that we'll
18 do it for the location of the City Center and I think that
19 we'll do it for -- there was something else that I'd like
20 to do it for.

21 You know, once you do it, one you start -- oh, I

22 know. We'll have a ballot measure on whether we should

23 have approved this City Center as its built. That's three
24 initiative we can go out and I guarantee you I can get you
25 5,000 votes -- I mean signatures.
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COMMISSIONER KERGER: I think your two minutes are

up, John.

MR. GIBBON: Right, but let me suggest to you that

there is another method of doing this.

COMMISSIONER KERGER: No, I'm serious.

MR. GIBBON: There is another method of doing this;

and this is by considering it, and considering the density

that you're proposing here.
Thank you.
CHAIRPERSON VIERS: Okay. Thank you.

Janis or Paul, either one.

MS. DESMARAIS: I'm as tired as you are and I want

to get out of here; and I know we're getting cranky, so
let's hang in there.

COMMISSIONER KERGER: We're getting very tired.

MS. DESMARAIS: Okay. I've worked for the City of

Pleasanton for over 10 years. And in our police
department and our library and our city offices, 110,000
square feet that you've allowed for this project for our
civic center is way, way, way too small.

Seriously. You guys need to compare. Look at

Pleasanton's PD department. Look at the library. Look at

Danville's library. Look at what our neighboring cities

have done. Let's not go backwards. Let's do a great job.

A plan is never a perfect plan. Listen to the
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people. There are incredible ideas out here. It is not a
done deal. It is a good plan, but let's make it a great
plan. The room that has been slated for the Civic Center
is too small. We got the short end of the stick. We want
a bigger piece to make it fair.

The teeter-totter is balanced down, way out of
balance. This thing makes no sense. For the Civic
Center, for the people's public land to be traded for
three-and-a-half acres out of a total of 44 acres? Get
real people. We expect a little more for this, our short
end of the stick. We want more. We want a better deal.
Cut a better deal and look at the whole plan.
Three-and-a-half acres, 110,000 square feet, will not last
more than a year, if a year.

Have any studies been done? Have you compared with
other cities? Have you looked of the sizes of their PD
departments and how many officers they have for the number
of citizens in that city? Our citizens in this city have
doubled, will triple. You have to have so many officers
per the number of citizens. In that situation you need to
provide enough space for a police department to run
adequately to be effective.

We don't want to be behind the times. We want to
set the trend. You've done that in the past. Continue to

do that in the future. Look at the best that we can
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offer, go for the best.

And I don't think this is the best. I don't think
presenting a plan and everybody who wants a heart and a
downtown and all the special interest groups that have
talked tonight, that's all great and wonderful, but
they're also being paid.

Look at what you're getting. You're getting the
short end of the stick on this deal. Do what's right.
Because once this decision is made, it's made. It's done.
Be smart. Be smarter than what is laid out on the table
and look at the best interests for the people of the city
so that your name can go down in history as making some
really good decisions.

110,000 square feet is so tiny. Quality not
quantity. And I just want to read from the General Plan,
because I know in the past you've told us over and over
that this is the bible; this is what the citizens voted
and approved. Well, this is what the citizens actually --
if I can find it. Oh, great.

If you read the General Plan and it talks about
under Section 4.1, 4.2, it describes a civic center that
has public meeting, civic use purposes, small retail, next
to Central Park. It's the exact plan that the people
voted and approved.

That doesn't reflect this plan, but it reflects the
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plan that didn't pass that was basically trashed because
of the expense. So if the voters approved the General
Plan and the description in the General Plan that they
approved is nothing like this, then how is this
justifiable? Because it reflects nothing that is in the
General Plan.

So I suggest and I urge each of you to read those
sections in the General Plan and get back to us on how
this definition of what the voters approved, how that
equates.

Thank you.

CHAIRPERSON VIERS: Thank you.

Paul, it's a tough act to follow.

MR. DESMARAIS: Hi, my name is Paul Desmarais.
Thank you once again for allowing us to speak. I know
it's late; I know you guys are doing your job here. And
boy, I commend you for that. Tough job.

I just want to kind of reiterate a lot of things.
One of the great things about not only San Ramon, but
being in the United States, 1s the fact that we do have
freedom of speech. And people can get up here and say
what they want to say, what they need to say, what they
feel they need to say. And I think that's great.

I mean, I think it's kind of sad, people call --

categorize people, that if you don't think what they say
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it's not right or it's all general opinion, it's all pros

2 and cons. And that's your job is to figure out the pros

3 and the cons of the product, of what's going to happen

4 here and what's going to happen to this city. So my hat's
5 off to you guys. You got a tough job.

6 I'd appreciate you guys getting an extension out

7 here for us to paw through this thing and hopefully give

8 you guys some more pros and cons to look at to really

9 understand what's going on here.
10 Personally, right off the bat, I'm not for the
11 location. I think that there's some great things going on
12 in this particular Civic Center. I think they've got some
13 great ideas. They've done a lot of great things.

14 I don't see a lot of "civic" in the Civic Center.
15 In particular, if you look at the way the thing is

16 developed, we have all the backs of the buildings from the
17 street access. All the quads are locked up by the

18 buildings. We've got the back of the buildings on the

19 Iron Horse Trail.

20 You go down Main Street, you run into a complex,

21 you can't get to the park. The heart and soul for me of
22 this city is the park. That's where we go when we have

23 the wind fair. That's where we go to watch, you know, the
24 baseball, the softball, the soccer. That's —-- the tennis
25 courts.
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That to me is the heart and soul of this city.
That's what's great about this city. A very youthful,
young, vibrant city. I think it's great, and I love it
the way it is. I think clogging it up and congesting the
heart and soul of the city, what I consider the heart and
soul of the city, is wrong. To do this much damage to it.

You guys last year went through a painstakingly
long zoning ordinance approval process. And granted we
probably added some heartache to that, too. But what I
learned from that is that there's lots and lots of things
that you guys have to look at, and lots of things you have
to deal with.

I don't think that just because the City Civic
Center gets special compensation to grow, you have to take
advantage of that. I think the City Center is not
growing. What the civic people are getting is not
growing.

What's growing on this piece of property is
buildings. And I just don't think that's right. I think
the way this thing has been traded off for the property
and the buildings and the way it's being presented, it's
not civic. It's not a civic presentation.

They designed it the way they designed it. They
designed the gquads so that they're on the inside of the

buildings. When you come to the inside of the court, you
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look out. I was at the Architecture Review Committee.
They specifically stated that's the way they did it.

If you look at the back side of the buildings on
Bollinger Canyon Road going down the road there, that
whole side of the building is all the service entrances.
Once again you're looking at the back side of a building.

Maybe it's nice. Maybe there's a tree here and
there. 1It's the back side of the building. The only way
to get to the front side is to go to Main Street, which
people have asked during that same review, even the
Architecture Committee asked, can we close Main Street
down so that it's a public access, a walking access or
riding access. They said no. That's not the way it's
designed. No streets, no go.

So all of the community interest that's being
generated here, that what people are so passionate about
this downtown about, having a downtown, they're being
segregated and isolated and stuffed into a little building
and it's not open.

If you really look at the plan and understand how
it's developed, it's not an open plan. And I think that
there's some more things that need to be done in that
aspect of it.

Comparative, it's the glass slipper. 1It's got to

fit or it's going to break, and I don't think we can
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afford that. The other side of this --

COMMISSIONER KERGER: It's two minutes.

MR. DESMARAIS: Two minutes. Am I done?

COMMISSIONER KERGER: Yes.

MR. DESMARAIS: Can I have a little bit more? I
know you're going to go. Am I the last one?

COMMISSTIONER KERGER: Yes.

MR. DESMARAIS: Okay. Really quick, I think the
last part is that I think -- and I get this way, too.
Staff report seems to be a little tainted. ©No offense to
you guys. I get a little upset about it. But every time
I look at the staff report, any negative thing that comes
out about the project is candy-coated. And I know you've
heard it and I know you want me to go, and I know you're
tired, but I appreciate you listening to me.

I just think that congestion, height, you need to
look at what the existing city has and what you guys
passed and keep it within those boundaries.

Thank you very much.

CHATRPERSON VIERS: Okay, Paul.

I have one card left. David Ernest.

COMMISSIONER SACHS: I have 12:00 o'clock.

COMMISSIONER KERGER: David left a long time ago.

CHATRPERSON VIERS: David left.

MR. MAY: I have a card as well.

187

The Souza Group
(925) 846-8831




COMMISSIONER KERGER: Can you do it in a minute?

2 I'm sorry, but it's getting very, very late.

3 MR. MAY: I understand. I understand.

4 I'm Glen May. My biggest concern about it is the

5 density of the project.

6 COMMISSIONER KERGER: Please say your name.

7 MR. MAY: Glen May.

8 COMMISSIONER KERGER: Okay. Thank you.

9 MR. MAY: My major concern with the project is its
10 density. I'm concerned about the traffic on Bollinger and
11 also on surrounding areas and how that may diverge off.

12 I'm concerned about the location of the Library and

13 access to the Library for pedestrians, bicyclists,

14 particularly children trying to get there; because right

15 now I see a lot of children crossing Bollinger now trying

16 to get to the Library from the park. And in the location

17 it's at, we're going to see more of that, going over more

18 traffic streets.

19 I'm concerned about one of the things that the

20 gentleman over here said, is the plan is not an open plan.

21 So my two points were aesthetics and the size of

22 the retail issues. People have talked about Danville and

23 Pleasanton and Walnut Creek. Well, the locations where

24 those are, the retail is, that's very open. Go walk down

25 there. 1It's a very open area; long, long distances for a
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lot of different stores, and they are all small.

This is a large -- we have two large retails in
this proposal and it's very closed, so it's a different
feel. And even though people say they go down there, they
go down there for a reason to Pleasanton and Danville and
Walnut Creek.

And I don't think this is the type of environment
that they are used to when they talk about that. It's a
different environment because of the density.

So that was my minute.

CHAIRPERSON VIERS: Thank you.

Okay. We need to --

COMMISSIONER SACHS: Move for adjournment.

CHAIRPERSON VIERS: 1I've got stuff to read into the
record. We can't leave yet. Okay. So we need to extend
our hours.

VICE CHAIRPERSON PATRINO: I'll move to extend —--

COMMISSIONER KERGER: 15 minutes.

VICE CHAIRPERSON PATRINO: -- 18 minutes.

(Members of the Planning Commission conferred off
the record.)

CHAIRPERSON VIERS: I need a second on the motion.

COMMISSIONER KERGER: I move.

CHAIRPERSON VIERS: All right. All in favor-?

(Members of the Planning Commission voted in the
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affirmative.)

CHAIRPERSON VIERS: Opposed?

All right. Let's wrap this up.

The Commissioners all received copies of everything
that's summarized or read into the record, and that's what
it's all about, is to get our attention.

Susan Garaventa and two, four -- six of her
neighbors or friends sent an email, stating in essence
that the project will have a disastrous impact on the
quality of life in San Ramon. Project has too much square
footage.

The project does not contain guarantees as to who
the retail tenants will be. Some concerns about the
theater. Would like to see the Civic Center be built on
Bishop Ranch I parcel. Would rather have San Ramon get a
new civic center than allow this huge project. Please do
not approve this project.

Sincerely, Susan and Ted Garaventa; Jeanne E.
Potter; Carolyn and Jorgen Vindum; Nancy Curly; Patrick
and Gloria Monis.

San Ramon Chamber of Commerce. Carolyn Degnan.
Supports the City Center project. The overwhelming
majority of people she has talked to also support it. And
it would be good for the business community.

Jean Owen has requested this be read into the
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record. She wasn't able to make the meeting tonight.

21-year resident. Feels automobile access should be
eliminated in the plaza area. Like to see the plaza
enlarged. And her final comment is if the residents -- I

guess the comment was made: Residents are citizens of San
Ramon. Do not want this center, and she doesn't want
other people speaking for her unless they represent an
organization.

Next correspondence is from Jason Gong via email.
He supports the City Center. I believe it's an excellent
and well-thought-out project. Meets the needs of the
San Ramon Economic Development Strategic Plan. This is
not a project that's been thrown together. And we need --
there's great need for a City Center, and does not believe
that we'll have a Concord style look to it. I urge the
Commission to approve.

Amy Blascka with the Tri-Valley, California
Convention and Visitors Bureau. Please. Will be an
outstanding addition to the community. Great mix of
dining, shopping and entertainment and accommodation
options will serve Tri-Valley residents as well countless
visitors, which is a success.

Hermann Welm, via email, had three issues. Number
one being Sunset Development has an outstanding -- is an

outstanding corporate citizen. And he trusts their
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judgment in both design and product mix.

Number two: Plan needs to be flexible enough that
the structures in the City Center need to be tall enough
to make the statement "This is our downtown." He wants an
urban feel and has no problem with the heights. And it's
essential, number three point, that the project be a City
Center not a civic center. The latter will be reasonably
active during the work week; however evenings and weekends
will be lacking in activity.

I received a duplicate letter from J. Roberts, with
the exception of a paragraph that states: I would like to
begin by informing the Commission I have not been
receiving notifications of upcoming meetings.

And does not include his address. Oh, here it is.
I'm sorry. 39 Woodland Court. We can -- staff can check
that out. And then he says the fact that my last letter
to the Commission was not entered into the record makes
this even more frustrating.

And for the record, I read his entire letter into
the record at the last meeting --

COMMISSIONER KERGER: That's right.

CHAIRPERSON VIERS: -- and it was included in our
staff report. So there's some miscommunication there
we'll try and rectify, but he is on record.

Then Sheila Pearlman gave me a duplicate letter
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that I've already read into the record the last time.

She's against the project. Traffic and air pollution were

her main concerns, and I strongly advocate that the
Committee not approve this plan.

One more and that's it.

COMMISSIONER KERGER: Don't look at me.

CHAIRPERSON VIERS: Hang in there.

COMMISSIONER KERGER: I'm fine.

CHAIRPERSON VIERS: He spoke this evening,
Richard SanVicente, but we also received communication,
basically outlining the same thing he talked about. I
don't think he'll be insulted if I don't read it, since
he's already spoken.

COMMISSIONER KERGER: He already read it.

CHAIRPERSON VIERS: Via email from Rachel Heard.

10-year resident. Only thing missing in San Ramon is a
downtown. Doesn't believe that anyone is working behind
closed doors. It's been very public news, what's going

on. Wants a retail center. Elements of the 2000 civic

center concept are now included in other areas of the

city. Her family would love to go to that area. I think

the project is a nice mix, and supports the project.
And I'm not sure what this is.
COMMISSIONER KERGER: Oh. That's just Kevin. He

already --
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CHATRPERSON VIERS: Okay. That's all the
correspondence that will be written into the record and be
part of the next staff report.

And now I need -- I don't think I closed the public
hearing. ©Now that I've read these in I can close the
public comments.

CLOSURE OF PUBLIC HEARING

CHAIRPERSON VIERS: And what is the wish of the
Commission?

COMMISSIONER SACHS: We need to extend, make a
motion to continue through the Chair -- Staff, what is the
next date for public hearing on the City Center?

MS. CHAMBERLAIN: A recommendation is to continue
to October 2nd. And it will be at 7:00 p.m. in the
Community Center.

COMMISSIONER SACHS: I move that we continue the
public hearing until October 2nd, 7:00 p.m. at the
Community Center in San Ramon.

COMMISSIONER KERGER: I second.

CHAIRPERSON VIERS: All in favor?

(The Members of the Planning Commission voted in
the affirmative.)

CHATRPERSON VIERS: None opposed?

VICE CHAIRPERSON PATRINO: Could I make a couple of

quick comments?
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CHATRPERSON VIERS: Yes.

VICE CHAIRPERSON PATRINO: First of all, I thank
everyone for sticking it out.

COMMISSIONER KERGER: No, you can't leave.

VICE CHAIRPERSON PATRINO: I thought this was a
great meeting. I thought we had a great --

COMMISSIONER KERGER: No, you have to stay with us.

VICE CHAIRPERSON PATRINO: -- great dialogue.
Except, Leslie, we do listen. We do listen, but we have
to listen to everyone. We have to take both sides. And a

lot of times people think because we don't agree with them
that we're not listening, and that's not true.

Special interest groups, I didn't see any special
interest groups here today. I saw the Environmental
Advisory Committee. I saw the Library Advisory Committee.
And those are not special interest groups. Those are
citizen groups within the city. Although Mr. Blickenstaff
was here. Was he representing the Sierra Club? Oh, talk
about getting paid special interest groups... That was an
aside.

COMMISSIONER KERGER: People can't leave.

VICE CHAIRPERSON PATRINO: No, they never get paid.
And the people have not voted on any of the City Center
projects, apart from the General Plan. There was no

specific vote on any City Center plan.
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AGENDA ITEM 12
COMMISSIONER KERGER: I move to adjourn.

CHAIRPERSON VIERS: As long as there aren't any

study sessions reports, no liaison reports.
(Members of the Planning Commission conferred off

the record.)

CHAIRPERSON VIERS: Okay. Move to adjourn.
COMMISSIONER SACHS: I move to adjourn.
CHAIRPERSON VIERS: Do I have a second?

VICE CHAIRPERSON PATRINO: I will.

CHAIRPERSON VIERS: All in favor of adjournment?

(Members of the Planning Commission voted in the

affirmative.)

CHAIRPERSON VIERS: Thank you.

(Thereupon the meeting adjourned at 12:10 a.m.)

* Kk %
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